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A Poem for Palm Sunday 

The Donkey 

When fishes flew and forests walked

   And figs grew upon thorn,

Some moment when the moon was blood

   Then surely I was born.


With monstrous head and sickening cry

   And ears like errant wings,

The devil’s walking parody

   On all four-footed things.


The tattered outlaw of the earth,

   Of ancient crooked will;

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb,

   I keep my secret still.


Fools! For I also had my hour;

   One far fierce hour and sweet:

There was a shout about my ears,

   And palms before my feet.


G.K. Chesterton   



The History of Palm Sunday 
Beginning in the 4th century in Jerusalem, Palm Sunday was marked by a 

procession of the faithful carrying palm branches, representing those who 

welcomed Christ's entry into Jerusalem. In the early centuries, the procession 

began on the Mount of the Ascension and proceeded to the Church of the 

Holy Cross. 

The practice became very popular and spread throughout the Christian world. 

By the 9th century, the procession would begin in each church with the 

blessing of palms, proceed outside the church, and then return to the church 

for the reading of the Passion according to the Gospel of Matthew. The faithful 
would continue to hold the palms during the reading of the Passion, recalling 

that many of those who greeted Christ with shouts of joy on Palm Sunday 
would call for his death on Good Friday.   Since the 1950’s, it has become a 

universal custom to read the Passion Narratives from the Synoptic Gospels in 

a three year cycle: this year, we hear the Passion according to St Luke. 

In parts of the Christian world where palms are hard to find, branches of other 
bushes and trees are used, including olive, box, elder, spruce, and various 
willows. Perhaps best known is the use of pussy willow, which is among the 

earliest of plants to bud in the spring. 

The faithful have traditionally decorated their houses with the palms from 

Palm Sunday, and, in many countries, a custom developed of weaving the 

palms into crosses that were placed on home shrines or other places of 
prayer - in Europe, many of these woven crosses are quite elaborate; in 

Australia, it is more common to have a smaller and simpler woven cross. 
Since the palms have been blessed, they should not simply be discarded; 

rather, they are returned to their local parish in the weeks before Lent, to be 

burned and used as the ashes for Ash Wednesday. 

The Liturgy for Palm Sunday 
We gather at the west end of the church

for the Blessing of the Palm Crosses, the Palm Gospel & the Procession
The Liturgy of the Palms

In the Name + of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ, we have been preparing for the past five weeks to 
celebrate our Lord's victory at Easter. We have now come to the Great 
Week of the Year, the week which sets before us the redemption of the 
human race.

Today, Christ enters in triumph into the Holy City to complete his work as 
our Messiah: to suffer, to die and to rise again to the New Life. We affirm 
our desire to follow him with a lively faith, so that, sharing his sufferings, 
we may be united with him in his Risen Life.

The Prayer of Blessing	 	  (Hold up your Palm Crosses)


Bless + O Lord, these crosses.

May they be to us signs of the victory of your Son.


May we who carry them in his Name ever hail him as our King, 

and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life. 


Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Palm Gospel 

The Lord be with you    And also with you

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

 Blessed + is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. 


Hosanna in the highest 
A great crowd who had come to the feast

heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.

So they took branches of palm trees

and went out to meet him, crying,

‘Hosanna!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,

even the king of Israel!’

And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as is written,


‘Fear not, daughter of Sion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on an ass’s colt!’

 




His disciples did not understand this at first; 

but when Jesus was glorified,

then they remembered that this had been written of him 

and had been done to him.


This is the Gospel of the Lord.              Hosanna in the highest 
The Procession 
	 Let us go forth in peace, praising Jesus our Messiah, 

	 	 	 as did the crowds in Jerusalem.


Come, faithful people, come away 

your homage to your Monarch pay; 


it is the feast of palms today: Hosanna in the highest!

Go, Saviour, thus to triumph borne, 


your crown shall be the wreath of thorn, 

your royal garb the robe of scorn: Hosanna in the highest!


(during the organ improvisation  
the congregation moves into the nave)

They thronged before, behind, around, 


they cast palm-branches on the ground, 

and still rose up the joyful sound: Hosanna in the highest!


"Blessèd is Israel's King," they cry; 

“Blessèd is he that comes now nigh 


in Name of God the Lord most high." Hosanna in the highest!

Prayer of the Day / Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God,

who in your tender love towards the human race 


sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ

to take upon him our flesh


and to suffer death upon the cross:

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility,


and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through the same Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 


who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,


one God, now and for ever.	 Amen 

Intercession 
For the Church:  

	   In the Anglican Communion, 

		 	 we pray for the Diocese of Hong Kong.

    In this Diocese, for Philip our Archbishop, 

		 	 his Regional bishops and Archdeacons; 

	    for this Parish of St. Kilda 

		 	 - for Fr. Turi, the Parish Council and our congregation. 

 	     We pray that we may faithfully keep

		 	 this most Holy Week of the year.

For the World:   
   We pray for common sense 

		 	 re the administration of the COVID vaccine;

		 that we may perceive the dangers in current ideologies;

		 for responsible reporting and commentary by the various media.

	

	For Christ Church Mission and the Community Centre 

		 (for all volunteers & the Management Committee).

For the Sick:  for those suffering from the coronavirus; for John (often 
sleeps on-site), Joe (from Acland Grange), Ruaumoko, Robert, 
Charles, Harley, Clementine, Beatrice, Andre, Aaron, Kathryn, Danny 
Allan, Byron, Elizabeth, Jo, Henry, Christian, Bill, Sam, Hugh, Bridget, 
Mary & Brian and their carers, Joan & Henry, David, Leigh, Lynette, 
Anthony, Helen, Jeannette, Jeremy, Danni & for all whom we name in 
our hearts.

The Communion of Saints:

		 With the universal Church, we honour and invoke 

		 the Blessèd Virgin Mary, 

		 	 whose love for her Son 

		 	 	 sustained her at the foot of the cross

For the Departed:

		 those who have died recently:

		 	 & those whose Year’s Mind occurs at this time;

		  	 	  	 Audrey Laird


Rest eternal + grant them, good Lord 
& let everlasting light shine upon them  



The Solemn Blessing 
God the Father, who so loved the world 


that he gave his only Son, 

bring you by faith to his eternal life.


Amen.

Christ the Son of God, who accepted the cup of sacrifice


in obedience to the Father’s will,

keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross. 


Amen.

God the Spirit, who strengthens us to suffer with Christ 


that we may share his glory,

set your minds on life and peace.


Amen.

May almighty God bless you:


the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ

Thanks be to God 

 Qqwerrtyuipasdfghjklzxcvbnm,.


Nota bene: 
The Parish Eucharist for the Queen of Festivals  

- Easter Day -  
will begin at 10a.m. 

Also, 
Daylight Saving begins on Easter Day 

 The Liturgy of the Word. (all sit) 
First reading 

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord God has given me a disciple's tongue.

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied


he provides me with speech.

Each morning he wakes me to hear,


 to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord God has opened my ear.


For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away.

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard;


 I did not cover my face against insult and spittle.

The Lord God comes to my help,


so that I am untouched by the insults.

So, too, I set my face like flint;

 I know I shall not be shamed.


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Isaiah 50:4-7 
Hear the word of the Lord.	 	  Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm	 Psalm 21 


My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
All who see me deride me. / They curl their lips, they toss their heads.


‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;

 let him release him if this is his friend.’


My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
Many dogs have surrounded me,

 a band of the wicked beset me.


They tear holes in my hands and my feet

 I can count every one of my bones.


My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

They divide my clothing among them.


 They cast lots for my robe.

O Lord, do not leave me alone,


 my strength, make haste to help me!

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 



I will tell of your name to my brethren

 and praise you where they are assembled.


‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;

 all sons of Jacob, give him glory.


 Revere him, Israel’s sons.

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

Second reading 
A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Church in Philippi 

In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus:

His state was divine, 


yet he did not cling to his equality with God 

but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave,


and became as men are; 

and being as all men are,


he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, death on a cross. 


But God raised him high 

and gave him the name which is above all other names 


so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 


and that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.


(Philippians 2: 6-11)

Hear the word of the Lord.	 	  Thanks be to God.  

We stand for the Passion Acclamation 

Acclamation 
Glory to you Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ.    


Glory to you Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ.

You became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross. 


Therefore God raised you on high and gave you

a name above all other names.


Glory to you Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ 

Holy Communion 
 


The Gifts of God for the People of God


Those who are baptised in the Name of the Trinity, 
and are communicant members of their own Churches, 
are welcome to receive Holy Communion at our altar. 

 

During Holy Communion         Hosanna, loud hosanna   

 


Post Communion Antiphon and Prayer 
Christ became obedient to death, even death on a cross

to the glory of God the Father.. 
Let us pray.


Lord Jesus Christ,

you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 


give us the mind to follow you

and to proclaim you as Lord and King,


Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen 

Hymn 
Ride on, ride on in majesty; hark all the tribes hosanna cry! 


O Saviour, meek, pursue your road

with palms and scattered garments strewed.


Ride on, ride on in majesty, in lowly pomp ride on to die; 

O Christ, your triumphs now begin


o’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on, ride on in majesty; the winged squadrons of the sky 


look down with sad and wondering eyes

to see the approaching sacrifice.


Ride on, ride on in majesty, in lowly pomp ride on to die; 

bow your meek head to mortal pain,


then take, O God, your power and reign




The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,


 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.

 


The Breaking of the Bread   
 


We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us your peace. 

Be seated for the Passion Reading from St Mark 
Following the reading there will be organ music  

for a short period of reflection 

Nicene Creed     Let us stand and together affirm the faith of the Church.

 


We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life + of the world to come. Amen.


Prayer of the Faithful  (all kneel or sit)


Lord, in your mercy, 	Hear our prayer

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (




The Penitential Rite: 
Lord Jesus Christ, we confess we have failed you 


as did your first disciples. 

When we take our ease rather than watch with you


 (Cantor) 	 	 Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

When we bestow a sign of peace yet nurse enmity in our hearts: 


Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
When we deny that we know you for fear of the world and its scorn: 


Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us + our sins, 


and bring us to everlasting life. Amen

Greeting of peace 
      The peace of the Lord be always with you	     And also with you 
Offertory Hymn 

My song is love unknown, my Saviour's love to me, 

love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 


O who am I that for my sake

my Lord should take frail flesh and die?


He came from his blest throne salvation to bestow,

but men made strange, and none the longed-for Christ would know. 


But O my friend, my friend indeed,

who at my need, his life did spend.


Sometimes they strew his way, and his strong praises sing, 

resounding all the day hosannas to their King.


Then "Crucify!" is all their breath,

and for his death they thirst and cry.


They rise, and needs will have my dear Lord made away; 

a murderer they save, the Prince of Life they slay. 


Yet steadfast he to suffering goes,

that he his foes from thence might free.


Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine: 

never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine. 


This is my friend, in whose sweet praise

I all my days could gladly spend.


The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is not only right; it is our duty and our joy,

at all times and in all places to give you thanks,


Father almighty and ever-living God.

The suffering and death of your Son 


brought life to the whole world, 

moving our hearts to praise your glory.


The power of the cross reveals 

your judgment on this world


and the kingship of Christ crucified.

Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven,


we proclaim your great and glorious Name,

forever praising you and saying:


Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessèd is he + who comes in the Name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
[the Eucharistic Prayer continues] 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

[the Eucharistic Prayer continues]   

............................... in songs of never-ending praise: 
Blessing & honour & glory & power are yours  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 


