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7th Sunday After Pentecost 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

Greetings Welcome to our service. 

Sentence  
‘Who shall stand in the Lord’s holy place? Those who have clean 
hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their hands to what is 
false.’ Psalm 24: 3-4 

Music:  Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord 

Preparation  

As we sit in God’s Presence, let us call to mind our sins. 

[Brief Silence]  

Lord Jesus, you call us to come follow you 
wherever you may lead; 

Forgive us when we do not heed your call. 
Lord, have mercy 

Lord Jesus, as you did for the saints of old, 
you send us the Holy Spirit to guide us  

in the way of justice and truth: 
Forgive us when we do not follow.  

Christ, have mercy 

Lord Jesus, as you taught your disciples to forgive others their sins 
just as their sins are forgiven, 

forgive us when we find it hard to forgive: 
Lord, have mercy. 

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive + us our sins,  
and bring us to everlasting life through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his People on earth. 

Glory to his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
who was born of the Virgin Mary, 

and lived, died and rose for our salvation. 
Glory to the Holy Spirit, sent from the Father and the Son,  

to guide us on our way to our heavenly home. 

Prayer of the Day 
Eternal God, 

open our eyes to see your hand at work 
in the splendour of creation  

and in the beauty of human life. 
Help us to cherish the gifts that surround us, 

to share our blessings with our sisters and brothers, 
and to experience the joy of life in your presence; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

1st Reading:  Ephesians 1: 1-14 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
To God’s holy people in Ephesus,[a] the faithful in Christ Jesus: 
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Praise for spiritual blessings in Christ 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to 
be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he[b] predestined us for 
adoption to sonship[c] through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will – 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he 

has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he[d] made known to us the 
mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he 
purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach 
their fulfilment – to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth 
under Christ. 
11 In him we were also chosen,[e] having been predestined 
according to the plan of him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who 
were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of 
his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard 
the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of 
his glory. 

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Reading 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
The Gospel according to Mark 6: 14-29 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

John the Baptist beheaded 
14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well 
known. Some were saying,[a] ‘John the Baptist has been raised from 
the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.’ 
15 Others said, ‘He is Elijah.’ 

And still others claimed, ‘He is a prophet, like one of the prophets 
of long ago.’ 
16 But when Herod heard this, he said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, 
has been raised from the dead!’ 



17 For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and 
he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18 For 
John had been saying to Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have 
your brother’s wife.’ 19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against John 
and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20 because Herod 
feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and 
holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled[b]; yet 
he liked to listen to him. 
21 Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a 
banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the 
leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of[c] Herodias came 
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. 

The king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll 
give it to you.’ 23 And he promised her with an oath, ‘Whatever 
you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.’ 
24 She went out and said to her mother, ‘What shall I ask for?’ 

‘The head of John the Baptist,’ she answered. 
25 At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: ‘I want 
you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a dish.’ 
26 The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his 
dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 So he immediately 
sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. The man 
went, beheaded John in the prison, 28 and brought back his head on 
a dish. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her 
mother. 29 On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his 
body and laid it in a tomb. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Discussion 

 

THE PRAYERS  
During this time of prayer and thanksgiving, everyone is welcomed to pray either 
aloud or in silence. It is also an opportunity to ask for prayer for yourself and/or 
someone else. The Intercessor will lead and conclude with….. 

Accept our prayers through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who taught us 
to pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

Music: I Am the Vine 

Concluding Prayers 
Let us pray: 

Lord, may we never fail to praise you  
for the fullness of life and salvation you give us in.  

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power  
of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. 

The Blessing  
The Peace of God which passes all understanding 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

And the blessing of God almighty: 
the Father, + the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Go in peace, glorifying the Lord with your life.  
Thanks be to God 



Songs for the Services 
 
Alleluia, alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord 

Refrain. 
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation. 

Refrain. 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen. 

Refrain. 

Come, let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Saviour. 

Refrain x2 
Composed by Donald E. Fishel, (1950-), 1973; arr. Betty Pulkingham, (1928- The 
Word of God. (TiS No. 390). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JzZYJSsW2YY 
 
 
I Am the Vine 

Chorus: 
I am the vine and you are the branches 
Live in me and you will never die. 
I am the vine and my father is the keeper 
Come to me, let the Spirit bring you life. 

Like a tree planted by the living waters 
To stretch its fruits into the living stream 
You will show no distress 
In the heat of the drought 
But still bear fruit and leaves. 

Chorus 

Come to me all you heavy laden 
My yoke is easy, my burden is light. 
I will raise you up on the wings of an eagle. 
And through God’s mountain will fly. 

Chorus 

Come to me 
Let the spirit bring you life. 

John Michael Talbot © Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publ., Birdwing 
Music. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0It_hOg1pD8 
 
 

 
Readings for Next Week 

Sunday 18 July 2021: 8th Sunday After Pentecost 
Theme: The Church, the body of Christ 

 
1st Reading: Ephesians 2: 11-22 

Gospel Reading: Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56 
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