
Newsletter 
 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

20 September 2020 

A lighthouse atop Green Knoll 
A lighthouse shining in the dark 
A lighthouse beaming the light 

of life 
of love 
of hope 

of Christ 

 

A vision for 
Christ Church St Kilda 

Christ Church Parish Vision 

A worshipping Christian community 

• humbly loving God and one another; 

• proclaiming the Gospel in word and deed; and 

• creating an environment in which all people feel welcomed 
and accepted.  

 

Christ Church Parish Mission 
We take as our Christian Mission the practice of Pastoral Care for 
our community and the wider community; Worship that 
welcomes all; Nurturing all peoples; Social Justice; and Caring 
for God’s Creation 

 
 
 

Child Safety Policy 
Our commitment to child safety 

Christ Church St Kilda has adopted the policy on Child Safety as 
set down by the Archbishop in Council of the Diocese, the 
governing body of the Diocese. This Parish is committed to 
complying with the requirements of Diocesan and Victorian 
legislation. The Policy states: 

The Anglican Church of Australia within the Diocese of Melbourne, 
including its Cathedral Church of St Paul and each parish or 
congregation or faith community within the diocese (the Church) is 
committed to child safe practice. The care, the safety and the welfare of 
children are embedded in policies and practices which are intended to 
reflect a commitment to zero tolerance of child abuse. 

More information on child safety is available at the rear of the 
Church. You are welcome to talk to the Vicar on this important 
topic. 



FROM THE VICAR’S DESK 

My sisters and brothers in Christ, like you I long for the day when 
we will all be able to come to worship God in our church and to 
celebrate the Eucharist together with joyful singing and praise. 
COVID-19 and the danger of getting Coronavirus has had a huge 
impact on our lives. The restrictions aimed at keeping people safe 
and stopping the spread and the sad loss of life have precluded us 
from doing many things which are very special, very significant to 
and for us. Not being able to participate in the Eucharist and 
receive the elements (the bread and wine) is one of those important 
losses that those who have not been permitted to attend the service 
in the church have had to cope with. For Fr Ken and I, while we 
have been blessed to have Max, Rachel and Elisabeth with us in the 
church, not having you actually present with us when we celebrate 
the Eucharist has made each service a less rich occasion. We miss 
your actual presence dearly but treasure your virtual presence. 

As Victoria headed into the first lockdown I gave thought to how 
we could continue to have Sunday worship in our Parish. The 
Diocese provided guidelines and after getting advice on equipment 
that I had available I decided that we could have one Sunday 
service online. But the question of how a virtual, on-line service 
could allow for congregants to receive the sacrament raised for me 
theological, ecclesiological and pastoral issues. The advice received 
from Bishop Brad Billings on behalf of Archbishop Philip Freier 
and all our bishops is as follows: 

“It is important in these circumstances that we act in accordance 
with the received heritage and theology of the Book of Common 
Prayer. It is clear to us that a celebration of Holy Communion in our 
Anglican tradition requires the presence of a priest as well as the 
elements of bread and wine, and of the manual acts as well as the 
speaking of the requisite words. The words of Article 28, that “the 
Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Supper, only after 
an heavenly and spiritual manner,” should not be misconstrued to 

mean that it is possible to conduct a service of, or for persons to 
receive, the sacrament of Holy Communion, without the presence 
of a priest and without the performing of the manual acts over the 
elements by a priest. 

We recognise that there will be a variety of eucharistic theology, 
belief and practice among Anglicans, and we certainly do not wish 
to inhibit or prevent spiritual nourishment being provided to 
anyone by creative means in these uncertain times. It may be that 
some clergy will lead and invite parishioners to participate 
remotely in observances that resemble the ancient Christian 
tradition of the “agape meal” or “love feast” (Jude 12). Some may 
gather remotely and remember Jesus as present with them, as did 
the early Christians, whilst “breaking bread and eating food with 
glad and generous hearts” (Acts 2.46).  

For those especially feeling the absence of the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, Spiritual Communion may be of special assistance on 
Sundays, and especially on feast days such as Easter Day. In using 
this material, we are mindful that the Holy Spirit, in accordance 
with God’s promises to feed his flock, is the one who 
communicates to us the spiritual benefits of eating the body of 
Christ and drinking his blood.“ 

Consequently, and as you have participated in via Zoom, the 
practice that we have followed in our Parish is to have the Act of 
Spiritual Communion followed by celebrant distributing the 
elements to those permitted to be in the church. For some of you 
this was inadequate and told me so. I sought further clarification 
from the diocese, other clergy individually,  and raised it at our 
Area Deanery meetings. Some have chosen followed a view 
expressed by the Archbishop of Sydney (which is not supported by 
our diocesan bishops) and/or have attended other churches. That 
is their prerogative. 

Please do not think that I do not empathise with you the loss that 
you are experiencing. As soon as the restrictions began to be lifted 



following Lockdown 1 I provided a Wednesday service for 
communicants to receive the reserved sacrament. When the 
number of congregants was raised to 20 the team that produces the 
online service gave serious consideration to the possibility of 
having people in attendance while we shot the service for those 
who had to stay online. We decided for practical reasons to 
continue with the online service only until the number rose to 50, 
which we hoped would be on 12 July. Sadly this did not happen 
when restrictions were reimposed and Lockdown 2 followed.  

The State Government has provided a roadmap for Victoria and us 
in Melbourne to move out of the current lockdown. Like you, I 
pray for a continuation of the trend toward fewer people being 
diagnosed with the virus and fewer people dying and restrictions 
are eased. In the meantime, thank you to all who have continued to 
join us in the Sunday service. Let us think and plan ahead to when 
we will all be able to gather in our church to praise God and 
celebrate the Eucharist together. 

Prayer requests 
It’s important for us to keep our prayers going for those on the 
Parish prayer list.   There are surely ongoing prayer needs.  How 
do I let the Parish know I have a prayer request to add to the Parish 
prayer list?   You can call Fr Turi on 0413 395 621 or email him 
at vicar@christchurchstkilda.org.au. We know prayer works. 

Praying for the Parish 
A reminder that a group of parishioners get together every 

Thursday at 9.30am to pray for the Parish. During lockdown, it’s 
just a phone call to 9028 0274. You’ll be asked for an access code 
which is 858166#. All welcome to join.  

Morning and Evening Daily Services 
Morning Prayer - Monday to Friday at 8.00 am 
Evening Prayer - Monday to Thursday at 5.30 pm 

While these online services follow the Daily Services format in the 
Prayer Book for Australia, we also have opportunities for people to 
reflect on biblical texts and to share their thoughts. Why not join us 
when you can. If you want to discuss this further, why not call Fr 
Turi on 0413 395 621 or email: vicar@christchurchstkilda.org.au 

International Day of Peace 
This Monday, 21 September, is the United Nations annual 
International Day of Peace. The theme for this year is: Shaping 
Things Together. The world is currently in a fight for its citizens’ 
lives – literally, so many are being afflicted by the coronavirus each 
day and so many are dying.  

“This year, it has been clearer than ever that we are not each other’s 
enemies. Rather, our common enemy is a tireless virus that threatens 
our health, security and very way of life. COVID-19 has thrown our 
world into turmoil and forcibly reminded us that what happens in one 
part of the planet can impact people everywhere.” 

The UN Secretary-General António Guterres has called on all warring 
parties to lay down their weapons and focus on the battle against this 
unprecedented global pandemic. On this day, world-wide, the UN 
Secretary General is calling for nations to devote themselves to 
strengthening the ideals of peace by observing 24 hours of non-
violence and cease-fire.  

This International Day of Peace also happens to fall within the Season 
of Creation, a reminder of the close connection between peace on earth 
and peace with the earth. 

How can we, as individuals, as a faith community be part of this day 
of peace? We can do what we do best: pray and where we can, speak 
and act with compassion, kindness, acceptance of difference, love and 
hope. In St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians, we are reminded that the 
peace of God promised to us, transcends all understanding, and will 
guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus (4:7). 
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A Prayer for Peace in the World 

Lord, we pray for the power to be gentle; 
the strength to be forgiving; 

the patience to be understanding; 
and the endurance to accept the consequences 

of holding to what we believe to be right. 
May we put our trust in the power of good to overcome evil 

and the power of love to overcome hatred. 
We pray for the vision to see and the faith 

to believe in a world emancipated from violence, 
a new world where fear  

shall no longer lead people to commit injustice, 
nor selfishness make them bring suffering to others. 

Help us to devote our whole life and thought and energy  
to the task of making peace, 

praying always for the inspiration and the power  
to fulfil the destiny for which we were all created. 

Amen. 

Calendar of Services 

27 September 2020: 17th Sunday After Pentecost (OS 26) 
Theme: Season of Creation – the fulfilment of life 
9am Eucharist Fr Turi Hollis 

4 October 2020: 18th Sunday After Pentecost (OS 27) 
Theme: Fear of the Lord 
9am Eucharist Fr Turi Hollis 
 
11 October 2020: 19th Sunday After Pentecost (OS 28) 
Theme: Joy in the Lord 
9am Eucharist Fr Turi Hollis 

Morning and Evening Daily Services 
Morning Prayer - Monday to Friday at 8.00 am 
Evening Prayer - Monday to Thursday at 5.30 pm 

Christ Church Community Centre 

The Community Centre has been extremely busy with Wednesday 
dinner and emergency food relief, particularly for the aged and 
people living with a disability. 

The Community Centre is very grateful to the parishioners of 
Christ Church for their ongoing support and generosity. At this 
time packets of Continental Pasta, and tinned meat would be 
especially useful. 

Green Knoll Community Choir 
The Green Knoll Community Choir is wanting to recruit some new 
members into their midst. It is a community choir that began in 
2018 with the support of the Parish and is auspiced by the Christ 
Church Community Centre. There are no auditions and pre-
knowledge of choral singing is not essential, the main thing is that 
you enjoy singing and try to sing in tune. All are welcome!!  

Due to COVID-19 it now meets online for about an hour on 
Wednesday afternoons at 2:30pm but looks forward to resuming  

their face-to-face sessions in our church as soon as practical. If you 
enjoy singing, why not come along. There is a membership fee, but 
the first session is free!! Gelareh Pour is the Choir Leader and she 
can be contacted at info@gelarehpour.com or contact Fr Turi on 
0413 395 621. 

Parish offertory 
August 2020 Year to date 

Budget Actual Varn Budget Actual Varn 

5,578 3,845 -1,733 53,539 49,343 -4,196 

The Wardens and Fr Turi thank everyone for continuing to give 
generously toward the life of the Parish during this difficult time. 
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